Sure-to-Fit Cardigan

(from the top down)

Based on Pattern from spincraftpatterns.com

Designed for 
Me
MATERIALS:

- 20 to 24 ounces of yarn

- Main needles: Circular in size to fit your yarn in the following lengths: 32", 16"

- Ribbing needles: Circular, and double pointed 2 sizes smaller than above

- Stitch markers: 3 green, 4 blue, and 1 red (loops of yarn work well)

- Misc. items: Ruler, calculator, scratch paper, tape measure

SIZE:
Neck

14"
Raglan Line

20"
Arm Length

16"
Body Length

24"
Wrist

6"
GAUGE: 

5.5
 stitches per inch
NOTE: 

Sweater is knit in one piece, starting at neck, and increasing for raglan sleeves.

Any size yarn and needles will do. Start at neck with 16" round needles and change to larger size when piece becomes too big.

Note: Colored markers are placed to indicate starting position (red), start and finish of front and back (blue) and sleeves (green)
Increases are done by knitting in front and back of st.
PATTERN:

Cast on 
77 sts

Slip them down on your circular needle, arrange them loosely and try them on sample neck. They should fit about 3/4 of the way around the neck loosely, or all the way around pulled tight. As you begin the sweater you will increase for the rest of the neck sts so they make a slope and don’t choke the person who will be wearing this sweater.

Row 1: do not join sts - place markers to indicate sleeve seams thusly:

Front: k 
6, marker, k1, marker

Sleeve: k 
12, marker, k1, marker

Back: k 
37
, marker, k1, marker

Sleeve: k 
12, marker, k1, marker

Front: k 
6.

Row 2, and all even rows: P across

Row 3: Increase in 1st st, * k to st before marker, increase in that st, sl marker, k1, sl marker, increase in next st *, rep from * to * to last st, increase in last st.

Rep rows 2 & 3 until total sts of both front panels equals number of sts on back minus 
6.

Next rs row: Cast 
6 sts onto needle. Turn around and k those 
6 sts. Do not increase in the first st, knit across row continuing sleeve increases as before (increasing on both sides of marker pairs), do not increase last st, cast on 
6 sts.
First repeat row: (wrong side) k 
6 sts, p across row - except k last 
6 sts (this makes front border).

Second repeat row: K across increasing on both sides of marker pairs as established. 

{This is a perfect spot to stop and try on the collar so you can knit the rest of your sweater in that warm glow of security knowing you will achieve a perfect fit. You should be able to bend the circular needle around your neck to see if it fits. To be extra, double sure, slip sts to string and try on. If you decide the collar does not fit, adjust your initial calculation (
77) and start over.}

On next row, make a button hole in the center of 
6 sts, left side for man’s sweater, right side for woman’s sweater (to make buttonhole, YO, k 2 tog). From this point on make buttonholes on border sts spaced 1 1/2" apart for full length of sweater (for very fine sweaters you may want the buttonholes spaced closer together, for thick sweaters you may want them spaced further apart).

Continue working repeat rows increasing at sleeve markers and knitting first 
6 sts of each row for border. Work yoke in this manner until seam sts (where the markers and increases are) equal the raglan measurement (
20") from shoulder to armpit. This is a critical measurement, do not stretch your work while measuring. To be certain of size, take your stitches off needle onto long piece of string and try it on. Seams should fit comfortably under the arm.

DIVIDE FOR BODY AND SLEEVES:

When yoke of sweater is right length - k across front body sts including seam st, transfer sleeve sts to st holder, k seam st, k across back sts including seam st, transfer second sleeve sts to holder, knit across rest of front sts.

Next row: k across row, when you come to the seam sts on sleeve underarm, k them together.

For sweater body knit back and forth in stockinette st. For a less bulky fit you may want to decrease one st at underarm every 1" for 3" (3 decreases each side). Work even until you’ve reached 
2" less than desired length (
22"). Change to circular needle 2 sizes smaller and finish with k2, p2 ribbing for 
2". Remember to keep maintaining the border sts and adding buttonholes when needed. Bind off.

SLEEVE:

Take up sleeve sts from one st holder onto circular needle which is short enough to knit with in the round, join yarn. To prevent a hole in the armpit - First round: look at your work and you will see a gap shaped like a V at the armpit of the sleeve. With your left needle, pick up a loop from each side of the V, slip the last st from right needle onto left needle. K the 2 sts and 2 loops together, then k around. 

Second round: k the last st of the first round and first st of the second round together.

TO SHAPE SLEEVES: 

Place a marker to determine center underarm st. Decrease 2 st, one on each side of center st, every 5th row throughout length of sleeve. To make sure it fits well keep trying sweater on and gauging how the decreases are affecting shape. 
Adjust number of rows between decreases to get a fit you like - remember to keep track of what you do so second sleeve can be made to match. Change to 16" circular needle or double pointed needles as needed.

When sleeve is getting to proper length measure body ribbing to determine correct number of sts for cuff (Hint: wrap it around your wrist).

When you’ve reached your desired length minus 
1.5" (
14.5"), decrease evenly around to get this number.

Change to double pointed needles which are 2 sizes smaller, and work k2, p2 ribbing for 
1.5". Bind off.

COLLAR:

With small size circular needle, pick up sts evenly along collar and work k1, p1 ribbing for 1".   Or work different collar as desired.
Bind off and work in ends. Block sweater.
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